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Calcutta, Auguſt 13, 1775. 


4 Y this Ship, the Northumberland, the Eaſt India Company will re- 
| ceive the moſt important advices that have been diſpatched from 
Bengal ſince the conquelt of this Country; nor are the ſubjects 
which more particularly concern the Public leſs intereſting. —The trials 
and conviction in part of Maha-Rajah Nundocomar and Mr. Thomas 


Fowke, a Free Merchant at Calcutta, for conſpiracies againſt Governor 


Haſtings, and Richard Barwell, Eſq; a Member of the Supreme Council, 
together with that of Maha Rajah Nundocomar for forgery, and the 
Aubſequent execution of that noble delinquent, will create various con- 
jectures in the minds of men, which the publication of thoſe Trials 
alone can rectify; my intention therefore is, to recite ſueh facts as may 
throw the cleareſt light on theſe important events, and ſatisfy any doubts 
that may remain as to the. propriety cf thoſe proſecutions. 


I ſhall commence with an extraordinary diſcovery made of a | houſe for 
intelligence againſt the late Adminiſtration having been opened, under the 
auſpices of Maha Rajah Nundocomar, Bahader, and Mr. Joſeph Fowke, 
- reſident here; the latter of whom not being publicly known to be di- 
realy or indirectly engaged in the Company's affairs, rendered his inter- 
fcring in the buſineſs of Government the more ſurpriſing : into this 
Houſe was received every information that tended to vilify or aſperſe the 
character, honour, and reputation of the Governor General, Mr, Barwell, 


or any other Member of the late Adminiſtration, 


Previous to the diſcovery of this neſt of informers, th2 vileſt and moſt 
pernicious of all peſts to Society, the Inhabitants in general conſidered the 
diſputes ſubſiſting in the Supreme Council as merely political. Every 
looker-on formed his opinion, either as dictated to him by his own judg- 
ment, as influenced by his particular connections, or as biaſſed by his hopes 
or fears: but no ſooner was it known that a man ſo univerially infamous in 


his character as Maha Rajah Nundocomar, aided and ſpirited up by a 
B violent, 


T4; 3: 


violent, prejudiced individual, no ways connected with the Company, had 
been ſecretly at work to collect ſuch materials, than the whole Community 


took the alarm. Men of all orders and conditions beheld with horror the 


dangerous precipice'on which they ſtood; the precarious fituation of their 


lives and.fortunes, ſubje&-to the attacks of one of the moſt artful and. in- 


triguiog men Bengal could produce; who had been detected, during the 


government of Mr. Vanſittart, in an infamous attempt to betray the 
Company, at the very time he was obligated to them for retaining the 
higheſt poſt in Government under the then Nabob, Jaffeir Ally Caun;— 


the only man the Directors of the Eaſt India Company at home could pitch 


upon as adequate to the taſk of convicting, by ſuperior art and cunning, . 
Mahomed Reza Cawn, his ſucceſſor in the Duvanny, of the crimes they 
thought expedient to arraign him for. 


Governor Laſtings, when . reſident at the Durbar, was the man who 
detected Nundocomar's correſpondence, and laid it before the Council, and 
was particularly inſtrumental in diveſting him of the poſt and confidence 
he then held at Court. To this we may impute Nundocomar's inveteracy : 
to that gentleman, who ever held him in the contempt which the atro- 
ciouſueſs of his conduct deſerved; although he was induced from political 
motives, and to avail himſelf occaſionally of Nundocomar's abilities, in 
conſequence of orders from the Court of Directors, to hold forth to him 
the oſtenſible appearance of truſt and confidence. As theſe records are 
open for the peruſal of every Member of Adminiſtration, it cannot but be 


ſuppoſed, that the Majority in the Supreme Council muſt have been ac- 


quainted with them, and many other circumſtances, on which to form a 
competent judgment of Nundocomar's character; nor will it admit of a 
doubt, but that the apprehenſions which had already too juſtly invaded the 
minds of the community, was greatly encreaſed by the public viſit made 
by them to this delinquent during the time of his examination; a viſit 
which has been deemed an honour to the Nabob himſelf—a condeſcenſion to 
Nundocomar, even when acting as Naib Duvan; and which, how in- 
nocent ſoever it might be in the intention, could not fail of influencing the 
minds of the natives in favour of the culprit, concluding him thereby 
protected by men of the firſt rank and power, the immediate repreſenta- 
tives of the Eaſt India Company. 


When. 
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When proofs of a conſpiracy ſufficient to warrant a commitment were 
produced, it was ſome time befofe a man in the leaſt degree of credit could 
be found te give bail for Nundocemar; and to jail he muſt have gone, had 
not two Military Gentlemen, Aids-de-Camp to the General, to the aſto- 
piſhment of the whole Settlement, tendered their ſureties; men juſt ar- 
rived in the country, and to whom the Accuſed was ſcarcely perſonally 
known—influenced by what motives, I ſhall not take upon me to determine, 


It was little better with Mr. Fowke. Many were applied to; but one 
only that was known, could be found among us to vouch for his perſonal 
appearance. The other was a Lawyer, ſcarcely introduced to the Settle- 
ment; who has ſince, however, made himſelf ſufficiently conſpicuous, by 


applying for blank Subpœnas on the Trial of Maha Rajah Nundocomar for 


Forgery, in order to fiſh for evidence. It is to theſe Trials I muſt refer my 
readers for many very intereſting anecdotes, whillt I purſue my narrative; 
they are well worthy of peruſal, and in their natures and conſequences 
merit the attention of the Public. 


It was ſo long ago as the commencement of the year 1773, when it was 


commonly reported, that Maha Rajah Nundocomar had committed forgery, 
and thereby defrauded the Heirs to the Eſtate of one Bollakeydoſs, an emi- 
nent Shroft, or Banker, in the Bazar, of a large ſum of money. It muſt 
appear ſtrange to the World, that a matter of ſuch conſequence ſhould not 
have been proved or diſproved till this period, in June 1775. 1 will en- 
deavour to explain, in as few words as poſſible, how this delay in the ex- 
ecution of juſtice happened, 


Mohun Perſaud, the proſecutor at the late Trial, had been Agent, or 


Attorney, for the Banker Bollakeydoſs during his life-time; and by ap- 
pointment of the Adminiſtrators to his eſtate, was one of the acting mana- 
gers for ſettling his affairs, after his death. Mohun Perſaud knew that the 


deceaſed had ever looked up to the Rajah Nundocomar, as to his friend 
and patron; that he depended on the Rajah's influence to obtain an order 
from the Governor and Council for the payment of a large ſum of money 


by ſome means or other due to him from the Company, whoſe acknow-" 
ledgment for it had, by caſualty, been loſt or deſtroyed ; that a very ſhort 


C time 


moreover he knew, that he had given ſuch repeated and unprovoked cauſe 


time preceding his death, he recommended his family to the Rajah's war- 
meſt care and patronage, and in particular requeſted his attention to the re- 
covery of this money from the Company. It was generally reported that 
this money was ordered by the Directors at home to be reſtored to the Exe 
cutors of Bollakeydoſs, and in conſequence thereof was paid in their bonds 
to them. The Rajah, however, aſſuming tohimſelf the merit of this reſtoration, 
had (by agreement with the Executors) twenty- five thouſand rupees al- 
lowed him for this ſuppoſed piece of ſervice. Not content with this gra- 
tuity, he ſet about to forge the Papers which were the objects of the late 
Trial. It therefore appears evidently, that Mohun Perſaud, and the other 
Executors, knew a fraud of the blackeſt dye had been committed; but 


ſuppoſed power and influence, but from a religious. principle, which-- 
teaches Hindoos to avoid ſhedding the blood of any animal or inſect what- 
ever; more particularly to decline purſuit, when the life of a Bramin is 
concerned. Yet they wiſhed to recover the money, and did commence 


they were withheld from proſecuting, not only by the dread of the Rajah's 


a Civil Suit in the Adoulet, or Country Court, at the head of which Mr. 

Palk then preſided; but the charge was not corroborated -with ſufficient - 
proof for a decifion in- favour of the proſecutors, who ſued the Rajah 
merely on a demand on him as a depoſit from the eſtate of Bollakeydoſs, and 
the proſecutors alledged, that the decteg depended on certain papers in 
cuſtody of the Regiſter of the Mayor's Court, The Regiſter was applied 
to for them; but why they were not produced, can be determined merely 
by ſuſpicion that the Rajah found means to prevent their coming to light. 


Theſe papers, however, were not produced, and the cauſe in conſequence 


remained undetermined until the eſtabliſhment of the. Supreme Court of 
Judicature. 


There is ſomething fingular in the obſtinacy of Nundocomar, in placing 
his truſt ſolely in Evidences ſuborned to ſwear whatever he pleaſed to dic- 
tate. He knew the papers for the forgery, of which he has ſince been found 


guilty, were in being, though he had hitherto had art enough to prevent 


their being produced; He knew the Executors deemed themſelves in 
Juſtice bound, whenever it was in their power, to oblige him to return both 
Principal and Intereſt of the money by him ſo infamouſſy withheld ; and 


of 


. 

of offence to Mohun Perſaud, that it was reaſonable to expect his reli- 
gious tenets would in ſo very hard a caſe, one time or other, ſubſide, and 
reconcile him to the bringing of ſo. hardened an offender to juſti ce that 
it was more than probable he would take the firſt opportunity to acquit 
himſelf of the charge of falſe accuſation againft the Rajah, in the Court 
of Adoulet, which the dependants of the latter had not failed to circulate; 
on the diſmiſſion of the. cauſe from thence for want of proof to main- 
tain it. 


And ſo it proved; for no ſooner did the report prevail that Rajah Nun- 
docomar had been fabricating papers and petitions againſt the Gentlemen 
of the late Adminiſtration, (the infamy of which had implanted a deteſta- 
tion againſt him in the minds of all good men, and of courſe reduced 
the influence he was before ſuppoſed to poſſeſs) than Mohun Perſaud de- 
termined to employ a Lawyer to ſue out a Warrant to ſearch the Records 
of the late Mayor's Court for the forged papers. "They were found, and 
a criminal proceſs was now become unavoidable, which brought to light 
one of the moſt intricate pieces of compound villany ever heard of, in the 
courſe whereof it appears that Nundocomar had a ſett of unprincipled vile 
lains at his command, trained to ſwear any thing. 


Here is an old hardened ſinner, Who has employed a long life in every 
ſpecies of villany to accumulate a profuſion of money, about to ſuffer an 
ignominious death, becauſe he would not part with a little of his ill-gotten 
wealth! For. could he have prevailed upon himſelf to have relinquiſhed it, 
at any period previous to the proſecution; he need but to have ſent the 
amount due to the Executors of Bollakeydoſs to Mohun Perſaud, Who 
wiſhed to decline the proſecution for the reaſons above cited, and his life at 
leaſt would have been ſecure. But having been tried, and ſuch a complicated 
ſcene of iniquity made known to the World, what arguments can juſtify 
Men in Supreme Authority ſhewing-a deſire to mitigate ſo merited a ſen- 
tence ; againſt the opinion of the Reſpectable Part of the Natives them- 
ſelves, who have repeatedly declined ſigning a Petition for a mitigation of 
the puniſhment; againſt the opinion of the Petty Jury, who, after a trial of 
eight days, brought him in guilty, and who have ſince been tampered 
with in vain to intercede for him; and againſt the unanimous opinion of 

the 
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= the whole Bench of Judges, who, by-2 ſteady ſupport of their own dig- 

nity, and invariable adherence to the Laws of Great Britain during a fix 

weeks Seſſions, have nobly dared to eſtabliſh that authority which ſuch a 

; Court ſhould ever maintain, and which is ſo highly approved in the ſub- 

| ſequent Addreſſes from the Grand Jury, and a very conſiderable number 

| of reſpectable European, Armenian, and Native Inhabitants of the Town of 

Calcutta and the. Diſtricts thereof; —ſhewing in modeſt, though ſtrong 

| terms, their diſapprobation of the impediments thrown in the way of the 

i} King's Judges, at a time in which they with indefatigable pains and in- 

duſtry were inveſtigating, and ſearching to the bottom, the moſt intricate 

ſcenes of iniquity any where to be met with on record. Such acts of im- 
propriety are not the leſs culpable, becauſe they can be executed with im- 

punity. An attentive peruſal of the Proceedings of our late Siſſions of 
Oyer and Terminer will point out the unlawful attacks made on the Juſtices 

met on the bench, and to which I attribute the unanimity with which the 

inhabitants ſignified their diſpleaſure thereat, by the ſubſequent genuine 

| Addreſſes from every order of men, not only applauding the general con- 

duct of the whole Bench, but the Chief Juſtice in particular, for his can. 

dour, ſteadineſs, and impartiality of throughout the whole Seſſions. 


The opinion of the Company's Servants in general, at this unwarrant- 
| able indecent behaviour, is very well known ; but as Company's Servants, 
i they prudently avoid branding it as it deſerved : yet thoſe, who from filty 
| of the Principal Inhabitants, ſummoned to ſerve as Grand Jurymen, were 
fairly balloted to act in that capacity at the Aſſizes, could not refrain 
1 from giving a tribute of praiſe where it was fo juſtly due, as appears 
| from their Addreſs to the Judges; and the unanimous opinion of twenty- 
three men ferving on the important ſtation of Grand Jurymen, is a ſtrong 
[ proof of the ideas which ſuch proceedings excited in the whole com- 


munity. 


To 
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To the Honourable Sir ELIJAH IMP EM, 
Knight, Chief Juſtice of the Supreme Court of 


Judicature. 


My LorD, 


E the Grand Jury for the town and diſtricts of Calcutta beg leave, 
before we ſeparate, to offer in a body through your lordſhip, our 
ſincere acknowledgements to the Court for the great attention they have 


been pleaſed to ſhow us through the whole courſe of an unuſually tedious 


Seſſions, in accommodating our buſineſs as much as poſſible to our conve- 


nience, and in affording us every remiſſion from it which the nature of our 


ſervice would admit. 


Allow us further, my lord, to expreſs on this occaſion the ſatisfaction we 
feel in poſſeſſing in your lordſhip, a Chief Juſtice, from whoſe abilities, can- 
dour, and moderation, we promiſe ourſelves all the advantages which can 


be expected from the inſtitution of the Supreme Court, 


May you long continue at the head of the Court, to add to that eſteem 
for your character which your conduct has already acquired! 


Town Hall, July 14th, 1775. 


4 George Hurſt William Pawſon 
| 2 . | 
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e 466 | : ; 
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Cudbert Thornhill Robert Dobinſon 
Page Keble J. Hannay 
Thomas Morris Charles Grant 
Robert Holford J. Carmichael 
H. Grant Thomas Burges 


Joſeph Price 


To the Honourable Sir ELIIJAHVñIMP EV, 
Knight, hier Juſtice of the Supreme Court. 
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E the Free Merchants, Free Mariners, and other inhabitants of the 
| town of Calcutta, deeply affected with a ſenſe of the manifold 
benefits which are derived to this Settlement from the inſtitution of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, beg leave to wait on your lordſhip to teſtify 
before you in this public manner our gratitude to our moſt Gracious So- 
vereign, and to the Legiſlature of Great Britain, for the ineſtimable obliga- 
tion they have thus conferred upon us. Far diſtant from the mother-coun- 
try, and neceſlarily deprived of a conſtitutional protection, which other 
Coloniſts enjoy in the Aſſembly of the People, we were alſo left under a 
feeble and uncompleat adminiſtration of the laws of England, till your ar- 
rival in Bengal. We then had the happineſs to ſee the power of the law 
firmly eſtabliſhed above all other powers, and an equal meaſure of juſtice 
diſtributed to all men, 


At the ſame time, my lord, that we addreſs our warmeſt expreſſions of 
thanks to your lordſhip, for the ſecurity to our perſons and properties which 
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we enjoy under the protection of the Court; it is with unfeigned acknow- 
ledgments we do juſtice to the merits, integrity and abilities of your 
Brethren. 


The eminent ſtation to which your ſovereign has been pleaſed to call you, 
puts you in a point of view more expoſed to the obſervation of the people, 


and renders your talents and virtues more conſpicuous. We have all of 
us had occaſion, many of us as jurymen, to obſerve through the courſe. 


of the full exerciſe of the various juriſdictions veſted in your Court, the can- 
dour, wiſdom, and moderation, with which you have conducted all their 
proceedings. It is not alone that intimate acquaintance with the laws which 
you diſplay on theſe occaſions that attrads our admiration, or that ſupe- 
rior ſagacity in detecting the ſophiſms which are advanced under their 
colour, but the ſteady unſhaken conduct which you purſue in maintaining 
the dignity and independency of the King's Court, unawed by oppolition 
of any ſort, in impartially granting to every man under all circumſtances the 
protection to which he is legally entitled, and in repreſſing the ſpirit of liti- 
giouſneſs, and the chicanery and quirks of practitioners. 


We particularly felt our breaſts glow with the warmeſt ſentiments 
of gratitude, when we heard you from the higheſt ſeat of juſtice, ſup- 
ported by the unanimous voice of your Brethren, reprobate with every 
Juſt mark of indignation the inſidious attempt to introduce into practice the 
granting of blank ſubpoenas for the attendance of witneſſes. S0 deteſiable 
an inſtrument of oppreſſion in the hands of wicked or powerful men, might 
have produced the full effects of the edits of the Inquiſition, or the I 
de cachet of the moſt arbitrary ſtate, Our reputation, our fortunes, and 
perhaps our lives, would have been in that caſe left at the mercy ot every 
profligate informer, who might have been detached into the country, 
loaded with blank ſubpoenas, to fiſh for evidence in any ſuit or profecu- 
tion, among an abject and timid people, ignorant of the nature of theſe 
writs, who would have conſidered them merely as mandates from authority 
to ſwear as they were directed, and been ready to ſacrifice truth, honour 
and religion, to the dread of power. 


We 


| 


©: Ih 


We cannot alſo refrain from declaring how much we eſteem ourſelves 
indebted to the pains you beſtowed, during the courſe of the late tedious and 
important trial, in patiently inveſtigating the evidence, and tracing the truth 
through all the intricacies of perjury and prevarication, and in finally de- 


tecting and putting in the way of condign puniſhment the cloud of falſe 


witneſſes, who ſeem to have acted from concert, and to have had hopes of 
introducing into the Court, under the ſhelter of an unknown tongue, and 
concealed forms of oath, a general ſyſtem of falſe ſwearing, to the total ſub- 


verſion of all reliance on evidence, and to the utmoſt danger to the life 
and property of every man in theſe provinces. 


Permit us then for our own ſakes, and for the ſake of all his Majeſty's 
ſubjects in Bengal, to expreſs our moſt hearty and ſincere wiſhes for your 
health and proſperity; and that you may long continue among us, to fill 


that chair, where you now fit with ſo much luſtre, and ſo much to our ad- 
vantage and to that of the whole Settlement. 


Before we withdraw from your preſence we have one ſuit to prefer, which 
we hope in kindneſs will not be denied us. We requeſt your lordſhip that 
you would be. pleaſed to. fit for your portrait at full length to the painter 
whom we thall appoint to draw it. We propoſe to put it up in the town- 
hall, or ſome other public room, merely as a gratification to our own 


ſentiments of eſteem and reſpect for you; well knowing that your virtues, 


and the ſervices you render to the Public, will erect a much more durable mo- 
nument to your name and character in the memories of the lateſt poſterity. 


u. K nA Gd 


, GC. S. Playdell Thomas Morris 
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» Thomas Smith 
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John Williams 
William Haig 
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John Bayne 

James Wittett 


Bryan Glover 
Montague Burman 
Thomas Thomas 
John Burrell 


Alexander Smart 


Thomas Gill 
Alexander Rattray 
James Stewart Hall 
J. J. Irwin 
Edward Mntoſh 
James Auguſtus Hicky 
Thomas Sheills 
Robert Donald 

T. D. Willmot 
Arthur Adie 
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Thomas Peile 
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Moſes Conner 
R. Strachen 


J. Ogden 


ANSWER 


A N — W E. R. 


GENTLE MEN, 


KNOW nothing that can give me greater ſatisfaQtion, than that which 

received by yvur thus teſtifying your due ſenſe and gratitude to his 
Majeſty, for erecting an independant Court of Juſtice in this Settlement; 
and thereby extending the full protection of the Engliſh laws to the natives 
of this country, and to his Britiſh ſubjects at this diſtant extremity of the 
Britiſh empire. 


The protection of the laws is the only conſtitutional protection that can 
conſiſt with a free government. Protection by power only, is capricious ; it 
may ſhelter the guilty as well as the innocent. 


We can aſſume no great merit in not allowing the blank ſubpoenas to 
iſſue in the caſe you allude to. They were moved for the purpoſe of being 
ſent high up into the country, though the fac charged was committed in 
Calcutta, expreſsly to bring down ſuch witneſſes as might come in, though 
the party applying neither profeſſed to know either what the witneſſes 
were to prove, or that ſuch witneſſes actually exiſted. Such ſubpoenas would 
be conſidered by the timid natives as mandates, and if ſuffered to have 
been made uſe of by wicked men of power or influence, you moſt truly ſay, 
that your reputation, property, and lives, could not be ſafe; it would have 
ſubverted that juſtice which it is our duty to enforce. There is little doubt, 
had they been granted, inſtead of having thoſe witneſſes produced, moſt of 


whom you know and ſo juſtly reprobate, we thould have had a new troop 
of falſe witneſſes, 


Neither 


_ — — 
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Neither can we aſſume to ourſelves any extraordinary merit or ſagacity 
in detecting the falſchoods of the witneſſes produced at the trial. The ſubject- 
matter of the evidence, the manner of delivering it, and the perſons who 


delivered, made the impoſition attempted to be put on the Court, too groſs 


to deceive either the Court, or ſuch by-ftanders who did not through pre- 
judice wiſh to be deceived. 


Two things operate to make our ſtations eaſy to us: the one, that we have 
a ſtrict rule for our conduct, the law; the other is, that we do not adminiſter 
juſtice privately. The eyes of all the inhabitants of the Settlement are upon 
us; they by that means become judges of our conduct, and will beſtow on 
us cenſure or confidence, in proportion as we deſerve the one or the other. 


In the preſent unhappy ſtate of the Settlement, we are moſt ſenſibly af- 
fected by receiving the public approbation of two ſuch reſpeQable bodies of 
men as the Grand Jury and the Free Merchants and Mariners of this town; 
of a Grand Jury elected by ballot from all the Company's ſervants below the 
Governor-general and Council, and from all the ſubſtantial inhabitants of 
this place; of the Free Merchants and Mariners, a body of men from their 
ſituations independant and unbiaſſed by intereſt or fear. We feel our 
conduct approved by the whole Settlement. The voice of the Grand Jury 


ſo elected, and of the Free Merchants and Mariners, is the voice of the 
Settlement. 


I entertain the higheſt ſenſe of the great honour done me by the marks of 
eſteem that you are pleaſed particularly to addreſs to me. The firſt and 
great ſatisfaction which I feel in my preſent ſituation is, the approbation of 
my own conſcience; the next, that thoſe to whom I adminiſter juſtice beſtow 


their approbation on my conduct, and put full confidence in the rectitude 
of my intentions. 


It is with the greateſt alacrity that I accept of the honour propoſed me; 
for being unconſcious either of exerting or poſſeſſing any peculiar talents, 


I undere 


| 
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J underſtand it at leaſt as much a public teſtimony of gratitude to his Ma- 
Jeſty, for adopting the meaſure of erecting an independant Court of Juſtice 


in this town, as a perſonal compliment to the humble inſtrument of carry- 
ing his gracious intentions into execution, 


To the Honourable Sir ELIJAH IMPEY, 
| Knight, Lord Chief Juſtice of the Supreme 


Court of Judicature, and the Judges thereof. 


My LoRrDs, 


E the Armenians, inhabitants of Calcutta, in full conviction of many 
ſalutary effects already reſulting from the adminiſtration of Engliſh 
laws in this Settlement, and in certain expeQation of ſtill more advan- 
tageous conſequences, beg leave to expreſs our warmeſt ſentiments of gra- 
titude to that power by whoſe interpolition they were introduced, and to 
thoſe hands by which we ſee them ſo impartially executed. 


| Ever mindful of the abilities and of the candour diſplayed by all the 

| Members of the Bench, we think it our duty to ſignify our thankful ſenſe 
of them to you, as the Preſident, and through you to the reſt of your 
Brethren, who, as they have uniformly exerted themſelves for the public 
good, are alſo intitled to a ſhare in our reſpectful acknowledgements, 


| We 


1 


We muſt confeſs our fears, upon the introduction of Engliſh laws into this 
country, to have been neither light nor groundleſs. Where our fortunes, our 
lives, our honour, and our religion might be at ſtake, we could not but ſhudder 
at the conſequences of juſtice diſtributed in an unknown language, and upon 
principles of which we were totally ignorant,—lt is to you, my lord, that we 
owe this obligation, not only of a releaſe from thoſe terrors, but of a comfort 
and fatisfation proportionably more ſolid, as our cauſes of uneaſineſs had 
been ſubſtantial. 


We are now convinced, that chicanery, ſubornation of evidence, perjury, 
and forgery, will never by any particularity of circumſtance, or exertion of 
influence, eſcape with impunity; and the ſevere warnings which have been 
given to all offences ſo injurious to ſociety, are moſt ample pledges for the 
protection of the peaceable ſubject in his property, his perſon and his repu- 
tation. 


We are alſo told, that by your timely interpoſition, an attempt to introduce 


blank warrants for ſummoning any perſons from all parts of the provinces, 
has been moſt effectually precluded. By this ſtep your lordſhip has pro- 
bably reſcued an extenſive kingdom from abſolute. deſtruction: for what 
man, independant either in his fortunes or his principles, would have reſided 
one moment in a country where he was perpetually liable to be harraſſed by 
vexatious and expenſive journies, and by a painful attendance upon 
a Court of Juſtice, at the folly, the pique, or the caprice of every 
litigious individual? 


We now experience within the ſpace of a few months a total removal of 
every ſerious ſolicitude, and the moſt comfortable aſſurances of ſecurity in 
the policſſion of all we hold valuable, in theſe ſtriking ſpecimens of the 


exellence of the, Britiſh Law, and the impartiality of its adminiſtrators, — 


We are therefore very earneſt in our wiſhes, that its ſalutary influence may 
be yet wider extended, and its eſtabliſhment (if poſſible) more effectually 
ſecured. Calculated as it is for a people whoſe climate, whole religion, 

manners, and diſpoſitions, differ totally from thole of India, there 
| F mult 
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muſt neceſſarily be many parts of it which materially claſh with our 
ſentiments and our prejudices, though we have the moſt exalted opinion 
of its general advantages. 


Give us leave then, my lord, to hope, that it may hereafter he fo 
modified and blended with the immediately national and conſtitutional 
peculiarities of this country, as to leave us no poſſibility of apprehenſion 
from its moſt extenſive exertion, or excuſe for undervaluing the obli- 
gations we receive from it;—that ſo our gratitude may be ſtill more 
warmly excited towards our Moſt Gracious Monarch, who in this firſt 
exerciſe of his authority has given us ſo wonderful an inſtance of the 


wiſdom of his government, and ſo reſpectable a repreſentative of the 
Britiſh Legiſlature. 


We moſt heartily unite in wiſhing that your lordſhip may long con- 
tinue to preſide in that Court from whence all our future ſecurity is to 
be derived; and that we may have the ſatisfaQtion of knowing, that our 
fortunes, our lives, and our reputations, equally unexpoſed to attacks of 
private artifices, and the fluctuation of arbitrary authority, ſtand inviolate 
upon the unalterable principles of equity, 


Petrus Arratoon Tohn Mellickrat 
Minas Elias Jacob Martinus 
Owen John Thomas | Arratoon Sarkes 
Joſeph Emin Gregory Simon 
Zachariah Caldar Sarkees Johannas 
Gabriel Johannes Viſſent Gregory 
Carrapiet Thomas | Stephan Mirza 
Calchatoor Owen John Aſtwaſatoor Gregore 
Aſtwaſatoor Gregory Arrakeel Auton 
Arratoon Johannes Thorous Gregory 
Phanees Bogram Cachik Sarkees 


Gregory 


Gregory Sarkees Petrus Iface 
Abraham Pogore Satter Morraud Cawn 
Mattacky Michael Arratoon Petrus 

F Cachick Arrakeel Baban Phanes 
Malcas Iſace Michal Agabab 
Sattoos Ellias Moſes Joſeph 
Parſick Carrapict Avidick Jacob 
Arratoon Petrus Petrus Avidick 
Lazar Moorraud Cawn Cachatoor Iſace 
Aviet Aſtwaſattoor Phanees Jacob. 


David Stephen 


FTT 


GENTLEMEN, 


T is by no means ſurprizing, underſtanding as you did, that new laws 
were to be introduced among you, formed to rule a nation differing 


ſo wide in climate, manners and religion, from you, that you ſhould take 
an alarm. It will be with the higheſt ſatisfaction I am enabled to acquaint 
his Majeſty, through his Miniſters, with what chearfulneſs you ſubmit to his 
laws, and with what gratitude you acknowledge his royal care, extended to 
theſe regions ſo remote from the ſeat of his empire, and with what © warmth 
you with, that the ſalutary influence of his laws may be yet wider extended, 
and theireſtabliſhment (if poſſible) more effectually ſecured.” I will likewiſe 
moſt faithfully tranſmit your hopes that the laws may hereafter be modified | 
and blended with the immediate national and conſtitutional peculiarities of 
this country. 


We enjoy great happineſs from finding that our adminiſtration of thoſe | 
laws has tended to remove the prejudices which you ſo naturally entertained ; 
| | and 
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| and it rejoices me to have it in my power to inform you, that the ſame- 
gracious wiſdom and goodneſs that prompted his Majeſty. to extend the 
| 


benefit of his laws to this country, has preſcribed to us. by his Royal 
Charter, in what manner and how far we are to introduce them, thereby 


providentially guarding againſt any inconvenience that might ariſe from 
a promiſcuous and general introduction of them. 


The principles of laws relating to property are univerfal. To give to 
| every man what is his due, is the foundation of law: in all countries 


and in all climates; it is a maxim that muſt be acknowledged by men of 
all religions and perſuaſions. Religion, cuſtom, and prejudice, do indeed 


make the ſame act criminal, or more or leſs ſo, in one country than: 
| in another. | 
| 


But his Majeſty has already moft graciouſly conſulted your religion and 
cuſtoms, and the climates which you inhabit, and has with moſt fatherly ten- 
derneſs indulged even your prejudices; it is his royal pleaſure that only ſuch- 
of his laws ſhall be enforced as are conformable to your cuſtoms, climate, 
prejudices and religion. 


We cannot but be ſenſibly affected by this public approbation of our con- 
duct, given unanimouſly by ſo opulent, ſo reſpectable, and fo independent: 
a body of men, as the Armenians reſident in this town.. 


Did our conſciences not co-operate with that approbation, we ſhould feel 
theſe expreſſions of your ſentiments as cenſures, not praiſes, 


We are conhdent, that if the laws of England are honeſtly and conſcienti- 
ouſly adminiſtered, you cannot be diſappointed in the effects which you ſo 
ſanguinely expect from them; and we pledge ourſelves, that it ſhall be our 
conſtant ſtudy to adminiſter them in ſuch manner that you may derive 
from them the greateſt beneſit, and the fulleſt protection which they are ca- 
pable of beſtowing. 


— —ñ—6—ẽ — — — — * 
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Such 


«ay 
Such were the Addreſſes, -with the Anſwers. 


The Addreſs from the Free Merchants, it is to be obſcrved, is ſigned 
by all the old inhabitants ſettled as Free Merchants or Free Mariners 
at Calcutta. It happened at a time when the greateſt part of the tonnage 
of the port was abroad; and none under the degree of a Maſter of a 
veſſel, or houſe-keeper, were permitted to ſign it. Perſons in any 
ſhape employed by the Company (however willing) were deſired not to 
ſign it, leſt it might involve them in difficulties inſupportable to a ſtate 
of dependance. 


This body of people actually carry on the whole foreign trade of the 
port; they have been, and ſtill continue to be very uſeful and obedient 
members of the ſociety, notwithſtanding they have met with many cruel 
and mortifying neglects from the Triumvirate; a ſtriking inſtance of 
which having caſually come to my knowledge, will, I doubt not, of itſelf 
fully prove the allegation, without enumerating circumſtances. 


A ſhip belonging to a Gentleman many years reſident as a very re- 
ſpectable Merchant in this Settlement, bound from Bengal to Madraſs, 
met with a ſevere gale of wind, and when almoſt finking, put into Baſ- 
ſeen, a port on the coaſt of Ava, within fix days fail of the mouth of the 
Bengal River, belonging to the King of Pegu. The ſhip was detained 
there, and plundered, without the leaſt cauſe aſſigned. Unwilling to 
trouble Adminiſtration till neceflity made it unavoidable, he endea- 
voured by preſents, and other expenſive ways, through the means of his 
agent at Pegu, to procure the releaſement of his property; which proving 
ineffectual, and receiving certain advice that his goods were not only 
confiſcated, but his captain and officers actually impriſoned, he thought 
it his duty as an Engliſhman, to make known to the Supreme Power 
the injury he ſuſtained, the inſult offered to the Britiſh Flag, and the 
hardſhip which his captain and officers ſuffered ; ſupported by the affi- 
davits of three Europeans, who happily made their eſcape from the ſhip : 
but though this information, together with the affidavits, were conveyed 
in the uſual mode to the Supreme Council, ſo long ago as the gth of 
G Mayo 
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May, it is now the zd of Augult, and his appeal. remains unnoticed: 
In vain may you preſcribe laws and deviſe means for collecting the re— 
venue of theſe Provinces, if at the ſame time proper attention is not paid 
to the foreign trade of this Kingdom, from whence, alone, bullion is im- 
ported to vibrate the circulation, and the large ſupplies produced, to the 
amazing amount exported annually by the public and individuals. Had 
it not pleaſed his Moſt Gracious Maje{ty to have granted a Charter of 
Juſtice, and.ſent a body of upright and able Judges to give the laws of 
England their due courſe among us,. a very little time would: have ſufficed 
Meſſrs. Nundocomar and his connections, with their troop of perjured 
Villains, to have quite diſperſed the whole body, and with them the ex- 
ternal trade of this country. 


Almoſt every ton of ſhipping belonging to this port, is the property 
of the Free Merchants reſiding at Calcutta: fo. that it is by their means, 
and on their account, all the Exports of Grain are made: and yet ſo ill 
informed were the Legiſlature in theſe matters, that this uſeful body of 
men are, by the late Act of Parliament, prohibited from buying of Grain 
in the Pr: vinces, and are confined to buy that article at Calcutta,, when 
at the ſame time French, Dutch, Danes, Portugueſe, and others, enjoy 
the privilege of trading into interior parts of the Country, under their 
National Colours. I verily believe Mr. Gregory not to have been in the 
Houſe at the time the Act paſſed, or he would have explained, as he well 
can do, the -hardſhips under which the Calcutta Exporting Merchants 
libour from ſuch partial excluſions ; when their being permitted to buy 
Grain at the great inland Marts, can be attended with no one incon- 
venience, as they have not the leaſt degree of power, nor any preference, 
but what their fair dealings may give them. 


The Export Trades in Raw Silk to Bombay and Surat; that of White 
Cloth, Silk Goods, and other articles, to both the Gulphs ; Opium to 
the Eaſtward; and that of Rice, Wheat, Peaſe, Sugar and other gruff 
goods to all parts of India; is carried on, and the returns made, in ſhips 
and veſſels belonging to the Engliſh Merchants reſiding at the preſidencies 
of Fort William, Fort St. George, Bombay, and Bencoolen. The princi- 
pal freighters, and almoſt the only importers of money into the King- 


dom, 
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dom; are the Armenians and the owners above-mentioned, and -withe 


out which the territorial revenue of the Kingdom would be difficult to 
Collect. 


I do therefore affirm, that the greateſt part of the foreign trade of this 
Kingdom is managed by the above-mentioned bodies of men; and ex— 
cept a little Silver imported by the Dutch and French, the only reſource 
for keeping up the currency of this country lies in the honeſt induſtry, 
integrity, and perſeverance, of the Engliſh and Armenian independent 
Merchants reſiding in Calcutta. The trade of the port has encreaſed in 
a, duplicate proportion. within theſe three u years, as may be proved by the 


Cuſtom- Houſe books. 


Next to that from the European Merchants, ſtands the Addreſs of the 
Armenians; a very rich body of people, whoſe extenſive dealings and 
univerſal correſpondence make them particularly uſeful in this country. 
It has ever been thought a wiſe maxim, by the ruling Princes in the 
Eaft, to give them every encouragement and protection in their. dominions.: 
They allo have confined the ſignatures of their Addreſs to the prin— 
cipal men of their Caſt reſiding in Calcutta. 


The Addreſſes preſented by the principal Muſſulmen, Hindoo Mer- 


chants, and other country-born inhabitants of Calcutta, are, like the others, . 


confined to the men whoſe names are well known, who .have been em- 
ployed by the Government in poſts of great truſt, capital merchants, 
men of high rank, or great fortune; but, as I am not certain that the 


time will admit my having copies of them tranſlated, I cannot promiſe 
them to the Public by this conveyance. 


Thus it is evident, that the Settlement in general not only highly 
approve the eſtabliſhment of a Court ſo well calculated to fecure their 
lives and properties, but glory in theſe firſt inſtances of its juſt decrees ; 


and no conſiderations could induce them to endeavour to obtain the leaſt 
mitigation of their ſentences, . 


The 


| 
| 
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The laſt effort was by the means of Mr. Farrer, the Gentleman whom 
T have before mentioned as petitioning the Court for blank ſubpcenas, 
and who addreſſed the two following notes to Mr. Robinſon, Foreman 
of the Jury ho brought Maha Rajah Nundocomar in Guilty. 


Mr. Farrer's Note to Mr. Robinſon | 


« Mr. FARRER preſents his compliments to Mr. Robinſon ; he called 
on him this morning in order to have ſubmitted to his peruſal and conſider- 
ation the encloſed Petition to the Judges on behalf of Maha Rajah 
Nundocomar.—If Mr. Robinſon had approved of it and ſigned it, Mr. 
Farrer would have immediately ſent it -to the other Gentlemen of the 
Jury.—Should be obliged to Mr. Robinſon if he will, without delay, favor 
Mr. F— with his ſentiments in reſpe& thereto; as Mr. F— wiſhes to 
get it determined one way or the other to-day ; as the ſtate of ſuſpence 
in which the unhappy lies, is, as may well be conceived, very dreadful, 
and he has ſtill ſome hopes .from the humane interceflion of the Jury in 
his favour.” | 


Tueſday Morning 
7 O Clock, 


Mr. Robinſon wrote to Mr. Farrer the following Anſwer : 


x 
f « Mr. ROBINSON's compliments to Mr. Farrer, and begs him to 
Þ reflect, the nature of a Britiſh Juryman's oath and opinion muſt have been 
| ſuch, at the time of their giving in their Verdict, as can never, with 
| propriety, be altered.” 


Mr. 
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Mr. Farrer then wrote Mr. Robinſon the following Letter: 
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SIR, 


* THERE is nothing, as I can conceive, in the Petition which I left for 
-your peruſal, which either expreſſes or implies an alteration of opinion |] 
in the Jury, but quite the reverſe; it ſtill ſtates the Jury to be of the 
ſame opinion; it ratifies and confirms their verdict, and only ſuggeſts 
reaſons why the criminal may, under the peculiar circumſtances of his 1} 
.caſe, be thought worthy of ſome degree of mercy. Surely there can 
be no impropriety in this, as it will hardly be denied but that the 
ſtrict requiſition of a poſitive law may in many caſes oblige a Jury, 
in conformity to the tenor of their oath, to find a perſon guilty, where 
there may, notwithſtanding, be many reaſons for an application for mercy. 
Whether this is a caſe of that nature or not, it is not my province 
to determine; neither do JI wiſh to influence any one, either one way or 
the other: ſuffice it for me, in compliance with the earneſt ſolicitation 
of an unhappy victim, to have acquitted myſelf to my own feel- 
ings, in having made the application. You will judge, and act for 
yourſelf.” 


8 IR 7 | 
Tueſday Auguſt 1, Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


1775 6 | 
(Signed) THO. FARRER. | 


To the above Letter Mr. Robin/on ſent the following Anſwer: 


To Tromas FARRER, Elq; h 

'SIR, i 

4 J HAD every tender feeling with which the human heart can be im- | 
preſſed for the convict, both at and after his trial; nor would the ſtrict 
requiſition of a poſitive Law, that in many caſes obliges a Jury, in con- 


formity to the tenor of their oath, to find a perſon guilty, have prevented 
| H myſelf 
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myſelf and Brethren from recommending him to mercy, had our con- 
ſcience admitted our ſo doing. 


+ The veneration I have for the Bench of Judges before whom the 
Maha Rajah Nundocomar was tried, will not admit me to doubt, but if 
they think him an object of compaſſion, no want of ſuch lenity will be 
omitted, by recommending him to our Moſt Gracious Sovereign for his 
pardon. I muſt, in this cafe, judge and act from my own conſcience; 
and at the ſame time I cannot help remarking, that the offering 
ſuch a Petition for me to ſign, very much hurts my feelings; eſpecially 


as it is on a ſubject which, in my opinion, no perſon has a right to 
interfere 1 in. 
I am, 


Sir, 
Calcutta, Auguſt 1, 
4 | ' Your meſt obedient Servant, 


(Signed) JOHN ROBINSON,” 


Mr. Haſtings, on his acceſhon to the Government, found this large 
town without the leaſt ſhadow of a Police: He planned that which is 
now in uſe, and by his popularity perſuaded the inhabitants to con- 
tribute to 1ts ſupport. To prevent expence in the collections, he very. 
wiſely had it done by the Company's Collectors of the Land-Tax; and 
as it falls with thoſe collections into the Company's Caſh Cheſt, the 
monthly diſburſements are made from thence. This gives the right of 
inveſtiture to the Governor General and Council, or to the preſent: 
Majority. 


Mr. Charles Stafford Playdell, whoſe name ſtands at the head of the 
Free Merchants Addreſs, firſt entered into the Company's ſervice about 
the year 1744, and continued. to ſerve them with fidelity for a great 
number of years. About the year 1767, he returned. to his, native country, 
poſſeſſed of a very moderate fortune, great part of which he left behind 
him in India; and by one of thoſe revolutions not uncommon in hu- 


man 
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man affairs, in the year 1771 he found it neceſſary to return to India to 
collect in what was due to him, As he was no longer in the Company's 
Service, he ſettled in Calcutta as a Free Merchant. In the middle of 
the year 1773 the office of Superintendant of the Police becoming 
vacant, it was by Governor Haſlings and the Members of the then 
Adminiſtration conferred on Mr. Playdell, to the ſatisfaction of all the 
inhabitants-of the town, as by his long reſidence in the country he had 
acquired a thorough knowledge of the cuſtoms, manners, uſages, and 
language of the natives; and from his great application, humanity, and 
moderation, was, to all intents and purpoſes, the moſt proper man to 
All that office. It has, however, been taken from him. The reaſon aſſigned 
was, that his time of leave from the Company to reſide,. was elapſed; 
which, however, is not the caſe; and the office is now in the poſſeſſion of 
a Mr. Mackrabie, brother-in-law to Mr. Francis, a perſon of eight 
months ſtanding in the country, without one ſingle qualification re— 


quiſite to entitle him to ſuch a preference. This circumſtance is the more. 


grievous, becauſe the office is ſupported: by a voluntary contribution from 
the inhabitants, though collected by the Company's People, under the de- 
nomination of Chowkeydaree,. which may be rendered Watch and Ward 
Tax.—No doubt, but as the Inhabitants ſupport the expence, they wiſh the 
Superintendancy inveſted in a man capable of rendering them the ad- 
vantages they expect from it, and not converted into a mere ſinecure; which 
by the preſent appointment is effectually ſo, contrary to the deſire of moſt of 


the inhabitants, under pretence that Mr. Playdell's Letter of Licence from. 


the Company was expired, which in fact is not the caſe, 


Mr. Elliot, a Gentleman of good family, by a very uncommon applica- 
tion for ſo young a man, having acquired a thorough knowledge of the 
Perſian Language, as well as of the common Moors, which is moſt in 
uſe here, was applied to, firſt by the Juſtices, then by the Grand Jury, 


and at length by the Petty Jury, to interpret for them on this famous 


Trial; and acquitted himſelf ſo well, as to have merited and received the 
thanks of each Body ſeparately, in the Public Court. Yet. for theſe 
ſervices has his ſituation been made ſo uneaſy, as to have induced him 
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to reſign the Service, and return to Europe in the Ship which brings this 
Narrative. There does not remain.in the.Country a more promiſing young 
Gentleman, one of greater abilities, more univerſally eſteemed, or from 


whom a more faithful account of the late proceedings here can poſſibly 
be had. 


_—— It is now the 5th of Auguſt, the day on which the Maha Rajah will 
r the juſt puniſhment due to his enormities. Since the capture of 
this country by the Company, chere has ſcarcely been a man of rank in 
the ſervice whom this profligate has not attempted to deceive or corrupt. 
With ſome few he ſucceeded, and thoſe he never failed to betray. The 
Company's Records are full of ſuch inſtances ; and yet incredible pains 
have been taken to avert the juſt deſerts due to a long ſeries of com- 
plicated crimes. 


During the time that an accuſation of Forgery exiſted again{t him, 
his Son was appointed, by the reigning Majority of the Supreme Coun- 
cil, Guardian to the Nabob. It is true, General Clavering has ſince 
declared on oath, that he did not know the man appointed to this 
ſtation, to be the Son of the Priſoner; but this ſhews the neceſſity of 
men ſo little acquainted with the pretenſions and merits of individuals, 
paying ſome attention to the ſuperior knowledge of thoſe who, by a ſeries 
of years of profitable ſervitude to their employers, are capable of judg- 


ing of the merits or demerits of perſons, any ways fit for truſts of 
conſequence. 


But, if poſſible, a ſtill more extraordinary appointment has been made 
by the ſame Majority in the Supreme Council, ſince the concluſion of 
the late Trials. Mr. Fowke, the very man convicted of Conſpiracy, has 
obtained from them the excluſive right to the Trade of Banares; and 
to effect it, they have removed Mr. Thomas Motte from thence; a well 
qualified, well reſpected, honeſt man, who has reſided in Bengal as a Free 


Merchant ever ſince the year 1758, unimpeached and unblemiſhed in 
his character. 


The 
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The Brother-in-law of Mr. Francis not only ſucceeds Mr. Playdelt 
as Maſter of the Police, but enjoys the additional appointment of Per- 
petual Sheriff; an office heretofore eſteemed the right of ſome Company's 
Servant, who had proved himſelf worthy the truſt by a conſcientious - 
diſcharge of his duties. 


Mr. Livius, a Servant of the Company, of no more than two years. 
ſtanding, is made Military Store-keeper General; and Mr. Bride, a ſer- 
vant of eight years ſtanding, who has ated ſome years without cenſure 
as Deputy in that office, and who by the Company's orders,“ That their 
„ Servants ſucceed in rotation, where it can be done with propriety,” 
as: well as the general rules of the Service, had a right to expect the 
ſucceſſion, is left to ſerve under Mr. Livius, or content himſelf with 
the bare pay due to his rank. 


The removal of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton from the Refidency at the Court 
of the Nabob of Oude, may proceed from policy; but I will venture to affirm, 
the reigning Power will not meet with a young man in the Service more 
adequate to the truſt, either in point of honor. or intelligence. But he was 
nominated to it by Governor Haſtipgs and the late Adminiſtration ; an 
unhappy circumſtance, which ſeems of itſelf ſufficient. to render any. 


man. unfit for preſent confidence. 


The Gentlemen who have lately come from Europe in the Supreme 
Council, brought over a Majority therein ; and their chief. aim has been 
calculated, ever ſince they took their ſeats at that. Board, for the ſub- 
verſion of almoſt every plan which had been formed by Mr. Haſtings, 
aided by his late Council, all men of long experience in the nature of 
the government and collections of the country, moſt of them of known 
abilities, and whoſe regulations in general have met with the higheſt 
approbation of, and confirmation from, the Company. Differences in 
opinion between men at the ſame Board, in conducting the Political or 
Commercial. affairs of a State, are ſo common, that while they. keep 
their own ſecrets, and avoid perſonal abuſe, the Multitude without 


doors, reaſoning, on conjecture, are rather amuſed than inflamed ; but 
3 I. when. 
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when we ſee this once happy Settlement torn to pieces by public and 
il || private diſtraQtions ; when Cabinet diſputes terminate in duelling; when 
[ 0 Military Power attempts an aſcendancy over Civil Authority ; and the 
By | proſpe& we have of à future ſucceſſion of Military Governors; we 
| | | cannot but lament the wretched change: we have too many recent 
inſtances of the conſequences, not to dread future ones. The true Mer- 
cantile Plant, that ſweet offspring of Liberty, never has hitherto been 
known to flouriſh in rays reflected from glittering: broad-ſwords,' 
muſquets, bayonets, or the various implements declared enemies to 
peace. 


| Tt is but too well known that every order of the Supreme Council, 
though the ſentiments of a bare Majority, carry with them the appearance 
| | of the concurrence of the whole Board; it being a ſtanding order of the 
| Company, That on a diviſion, the ſenſe of the Majority carry with it the 
ſenſe of the whole Board. The diſſenting parties, indeed, have the power 
1 of giving the reaſons for their diſſent, in Minutes on the face of the Con- 
if ſultations, as a vindication of their ſentiments to their employers; but who 
ſhall vindicate their apparent contradictions to the deluded Multitude, who, 
reſiding far diſtant from the Prefidency, hourly receive mandates from 
Governor Haſtings, as Preſident of the Supreme Council, directly oppoſite 
from what they perhaps very lately received from him, as Preſident and 
Governor of the late Adminiſtration. Happy would it have been for us, had 
theſe new Members of Adminiſtration united their abilities with thoſe of 
| the Governor-General and Mr. Barwell, in correcting abuſes, and com- 
p pleating a ſyſtem of Government, the foundation of which had been laid; 
0 it would have redounded to their mutual honour. Their preſent labour 
[| | is vain, and muſt terminate in general diſſatisfaction to us all, if not the 
| | total ruin of the Country. What leſs can reſult from Supreme Authority 
i divided againſt itſelf ; and the inſtitutions of a Majority, whom time and 
experience alone, diveſted of the ſmalleſt degree of partiality, can render 
equal to the management of the reins of ſo extenſive a Government? A 
more leiſure hour would have better ſuited inveſtigation: far be it from me 
to wiſh defects ſhould be concealed, or to ſcreen the public tranſactions of | 
any man who may have erred, © whether from principle or judgment; 
| y though 


C 3r ) 
though we have every reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the cool, ſteady, and upright 
conduct of the Governor-General and Mr. Barwell will defeat every at- 
tempt to leſſen either their abilities or integrity in the opinion of the 
Public, who will, I doubt not, with their uſual impartiality, wait the arrival 
of their vindication, ere they proceed to a final decilion on, or crimination 


of, their conduct and adminiſtration. 
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Page 8. 1. 13, fer Siſſions read Seſſions. 
Ibid 1. 19, dele of. 
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